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NEWS & CHAT Thursday 20 May 2021 
 

Welcome to the joint weekly newsletter of Christ Church and The Bridgwater Drive Church. 
 
WELCOME BACK!  
There will be Sunday Worship at Christ Church this Sunday at 10.00 a.m. It will be a Communion 
Service and will also include the induction of elders (please see below to book a place). It will also 
be available on Facebook as usual. 
The same service will be delivered by Margaret at 10.30 at Bridgwater Drive with some solo voice 
singing and/or hymns on CD. It will not be a communion service and will not include the part of the 
service for the induction of elders at Christ Church (please see below to book a place)  
 
The same rules as last time the church was open apply: 

 Social distancing, which means a capacity of around 30 people (CC) and 12 (BDC). Please ‘book’ a 
place with Pat Botfield (01245 320212, pat.botfield@btinternet.com) or Margaret (07890 162322 
margaretbates@blueyonder.co.uk). 

 Face coverings need to be worn inside 
 No congregational singing 
 No socialising inside the building or in the area outside the door 

 
We hope that there will only be about a month of these restrictions and that from 21 June onwards 
(with the possible exception of congregational singing) more ‘normal’ worship and all other church 
activities can resume, but for now we must follow the government guidelines to keep everyone safe.  
 
Sunday 30 May at 10.30, the Minister will lead a communion service at Bridgwater Drive, and the 
service will be live-streamed from there on the Christ Church Facebook page (as usual BUT at 10.30am). 
Joyce will lead the service at Christ Church. 
 
NEWS: 
Helen and Robert are walking 300,000 steps in May to raise funds for Christian Aid. If you would like to 
donate, please go onto the just giving page https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robert-dart1 or contact 
them if you are not online. So far they have walked 115894 steps and raised £80. 
 

The URC Spirituality team (formerly the URC Retreats Group), 
convened by the Revd. Richard Church, are holding a week of 
online events based around spirituality in difficult times. Streams 
in the Wilderness is looking at where we may find our 
nourishment, our spiritual water/food, during difficult times. Each 
session stands alone, but will all have the same overarching 
theme. You are welcome to join us for one session, some 
sessions, or all sessions!  
 

Each day will begin with morning prayer @ 7:30am, led by the Mark Argent. This simple, reflective time will 
set you up for your day, whatever you may be doing!  
 

Around lunchtime will be some food for thought @ 12:30pm. These sessions will have input from a different 
guest speaker each day, giving you something to ponder during the afternoon. Speakers include the 
Revds. John Proctor and Elizabeth Caswell, Reuben Watt, and the Revd. Ian Fosten.  
 

The evening slot is where we will be drinking deeply @ 7:30pm. Again, with input from a different guest 
each day, we will be exploring deeper the ways and means in which we can find nourishment in difficult 
times. The entire week is free to attend. The Zoom link, which is sent out upon sign-up, is the same for all 
the sessions. So, feel free to dip in and out as you see fit. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/urcspirituality-presents-streams-in-the-wilderne-tickets-
145330875561  



Christ Church, Rayleigh (CC) and the Bridgwater Drive Church (BDC) 
 

2 
 

HOPEWORX Food Hub is moving - due to growing out of the room at the Todman Centre we will be 
moving to a bigger room at the Mega Centre on Tuesday 18th May. So, from then collections will be from 
the Mega Centre.   
 
Sorry everyone - Val has only a few plants left, fuchsias, summer jasmine, marrow plants and sunflower 
plants! She will be selling them (from the boot of her car) after the service this Sunday. If you want to buy 
before then please phone her 01702 343462. Well done Val for finding a way to keep boosting church 
funds at this difficult time.  
 
TIPS & IDEAS    
This week’s idea from #64MillionArtists is provided by CALM the Campaign 
Against Living Miserably.  
Choose a colour that describes the way you are feeling. Can you capture 
that colour through one of the five senses - sight, sound, smell, touch or 
taste? Choose one that feels interesting to you, and create a sensory 
experience to enjoy.... 
 
If the colour was a song how would it sound? Where might you often find this 
colour? Is it in nature, in the food you eat or the clothes you wear? If the colour 
had a texture, how would it feel to touch?  
Let’s brighten up the week!  
 
 

 
 
 
How Change Happens ‘house group’ sessions continue on 
Thursdays at 7.30pm on Zoom. 
All sessions (except this week) will be led by Naomi. 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8334513513?pwd=OTN1UjFhZlNwQlF3OTZheUIwbDRUQT09 
Meeting ID: 833 451 3513 
Passcode: 112886 
 
“Have you ever wanted to make change but don’t feel like you know enough to try? Perhaps you’ve 
recognised the biblical call to social justice but aren’t sure how to put it into action? Or maybe you’ve been 
involved in campaigns in the past and are keen to be more effective going forward? Then we hope this 
resource will prove useful to you.” 
 
Session 2 (this Thursday) please read Acts15: 1-21 
 
Discussion questions: 

1. Have you ever been frustrated with the pace of change in the past? If so, when? 
2. How do we resist getting fatigued when the change we want takes a long time? How might our faith 

help with this? 
3. How might understanding why change is slow help us when we want to bring about change? 
4. Read Acts 15: 1-21. What might this tell us about overcoming resistance to change? 

 
This event is for anyone from BOTH churches 

and we hope some friends  
from Bridgwater Drive will join us. 
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If you are joining the meeting or just reading this News and Chat, here is something to think about! -  

 
Imagine you are the church council. Your church has unexpectedly been given a grant of £5000, 
and you have to decide what to spend it on. 
In an impulse buy, the minister has already committed to buying an ornate new pulpit for £500. 
You could cancel that purchase, but you would only get £250 back. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why not make a note of your thoughts so you can share them at the meeting tonight or some time when we 
meet in the future?  

 
Up-to-date hymn books – £200 
New music group equipment - £750 
Replacing pews with chairs – £4000 
Smoke machine – £100 
Employ a mission worker for 1 day a week - £3500 
Brand new piano/organ - £2500 
Week of outreach - £2000 
Microphones - £250 
New carpets - £2000 
Coffee machine - £500 
New welcome sign - £250 
Re-paint church hall - £400 
Sound desk - £250 
New projector/screens - £500 
Bibles - £250 
Year’s supply of high-quality biscuits - £250 
Donate to local food bank – amount of your choice 
Put it in the reserves – amount of your choice 
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The Big Knit is back! 
Two years ago we took part in the Innocent and AgeUK big knit.  We made small pompom hats 
for Innocent drinks and money was raised for AgeUK.  They are asking us to knit or crochet 
more of these for a new campaign.  Patterns can be found at www.thebigknit.co.uk .  No 
internet – no problem just contact Margaret (07890 162322) and she will get a pattern to 
you.          Joyce 
 
News from the Fairtrade Foundation 
Last week, the UK government announced a change to the way we calculate the country’s carbon 
footprint. The new commitment says we will start counting the carbon caused by transporting products to 
UK as part of our own national carbon footprint.   
 
This sends a strong signal that companies need to take responsibility for the carbon footprint caused by the 
foods and goods we enjoy in this country.  
 
To truly green those foods and goods though, farmers and workers will need more 
support to reduce the climate impact on their farms and plantations.   
This gives us hope because it shows politicians can be convinced to listen to farmers and workers living 
with the reality of a climate crisis they did so little cause. Now we have a valuable chance to build on 
this, and make sure farmers get that critical support to build a sustainable future.  
 
 
Can you help start a Wave of Hope at a major 
international summit coming to the UK in 
June? Click on the link to sign up, or click here for 
the steps of how to make a ‘wave of hope’ and 
share it on social media - 
https://aaf1a18515da0e792f78-

c27fdabe952dfc357fe25ebf5c8897ee.ssl.cf5.rackcdn.com/1904/Wave-Of-Hope-Supporter-
Toolkit.pdf?v=1619785255000  
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RESOURCES 
Reflections for May from St Paul’s Cathedral by Corin Pilling, who is the UK Director of Sanctuary, 
equipping the Church to support mental health and wellbeing.  
https://mailchi.mp/de59a904d52c/coming-up-from-st-pauls-cathedral-8250992?e=e30a1f608a  
 
PRAYER CORNER 
I invite all of you to set aside time daily to pray for our churches and members but 
also for the whole nation and world. I am praying ‘live’ with a short devotion every 
day, Monday – Friday, on the Rev Naomi Facebook Page, then shared with both 
church FB pages. This week we pray especially for the situation in Colombia, and 
for peace in Palestine and Israel. 
 
This week’s prayer theme (prepared by Gwyneth).  Christ in Spirit. Isaiah 43: 19a, 
‘See, I am doing a new thing!’ says the Lord, ‘Now it springs up; do you not perceive 
it?’ Come Holy Spirit, make us see. Come Holy Spirit, stream into me. Come Holy 
Spirit, come alive through me. 

Particular prayer requests this week:     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ECO CHAT - ‘NO MOW MAY’ 
 
We are thinking a lot this year about the environment 
and climate, not only because we need to for survival, 
but because our country is hosting the COP26 Summit 
in Glasgow in November and we need all countries to 
come on board and recognise the seriousness of the 
situation. 
 
There are all sorts of small ways we can all change in 
our lifestyles which will help the planet.  One way this 
month, is to follow PLANTLIFE’S request for a  
‘NO MOW MAY’. 
 
‘Plantlife’ have established that by leaving even a 
small area of grass uncut in May the number of 
flowers that grow in the grass increases considerably which in turn increases the nectar available to bees 
which will help them in their survival. I know it’s now near the end of May but areas of grass can still be left 
throughout the summer months to the same purpose. 
 
Information on their work can be found on www.plantlife.org.uk   NO MOW MAY: how to get 10 times more 
bees on your lawn. 
 
Elizabeth Pryor – Faith in Action 
 
 
 
 
 

CC 
Anna P.         Audrey 
Della                     Peter C 
Brian, Jenny C’s brother               Irene  
Beth                     Eve 
Joy                     Rachel S & family 
Richard, Robert and Edward (Barbara’s family) 
 

The BDC 
Margaret J.  
Clive 
Celia 
Christine R. 
Cherry’s friend, Kate, and her family 
following the death of their Nan. 
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… and finally…. as Sunday is Pentecost – the coming of the Holy Spirit, and the first time back in the 
church building for worship for five months, this UCC devotion from last week (from someone brought up in 
the USA) seems appropriate: 
  
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is 
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great 
power. - Ephesians 1:17-19 (NRSV) 

When I was a small child growing up in a tradition that doesn’t ordain women [this is a US context – our 
tradition in the URC has been ordaining women for over 100 years], in my young mind I figured that the 
best I could do was to be a good person. Little did I know that being a good person was just the beginning 
of the journey of saying yes to Jesus. 

I learned about the power of God that would not let me be in the presence of oppression and injustice, and 
the hope and light I was called to share and experience through the journey. I am still learning to trust the 
wisdom and revelation that has been given to me. Gratitude is my daily prayer. 

I feel like that is what Paul is saying to the very young church in Ephesus: your love towards each other is 
just the beginning of the journey of saying yes to Jesus. The power of God is calling you to expand this love 
into works of hope and power, in a world that won’t always love you back. Pray for wisdom and clarity. 
Learn from the journey, and trust God’s call. 

Paul’s message is relevant to churches today, too. What lessons have we learned during this Covid-
19/1619 journey about what it means to be church? The desire to be back together in person is just the 
beginning. What has been revealed to us about what we were missing? What plans do we have in 
exercising our reclaimed power as a collective? How are we going to show up as hope and light, anew? 
What is God calling us to next? 

God of new beginnings, thank you for your Spirit that won’t let us be content until all are free and all know 
your love. Amen. 
 
 


